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         a documentary 
And then they look like the heroes of this dream, a Ulysses in love with his Penelope, 
a minnesinger disguised as a sailor peering at other places, other races and other 
feelings with his binoculars, a buffoon dressed as the Pink Panther mocking an entire 
Parliament which focuses on the eternal battle on the cry of "Vote for me!", a dumb 
actor who has fun with silent movies playing the part of Charlot and a Snow White, 
who does not know her age and is secretly in love with the seven dwarfs.  
 

   



	 	

ABOUT THE FILM                   

In his documentary, actor and director Gabriele Falsetta dusts off the 
lives of those who have been forgotten: by society, by their familiars and 
even by themselves.  DUST  is a record of a few days spent in the Insitut 
for Mentally ill in Torino, Italy.   

Gabriele Falsetta along with theater director Barbara Altissimo invite 8 
mentally and physically disabled people to take part in their stage 
performance. This way, they give them the opportunity to create the new 
world. World outside from the mental facility none of them has left for 
over 50 years. Seven men and one women, shutted from the world in the 
Cottolengo Institute all have similiar and drastically individual stories. 
Now they have the opportunity to share them.  

"I still remember the sound of my dead father's body falling on the floor", 
"Everything was good until father was alive. Then I went ill. My brother 
married Renata, my Renata".  Who do these words belong to?  Remo, 
Giovanni, Antonio, Verginio, Paolo, Gilberto, Renato? Is it important, at 
all? 

In the stunning visual language director finds a way to tell about the 
experiment, which made all those people actors of their own lives. Gave 
them presence. By watching them as actors on stage, viewer explores 
their lives and their stories. Explores them as survivors - survivors of an 
old age, who perform the play of life - the desired life instead of the real 
one - through the theatre.   

 

 

 

 

 

 



	 	

FILM DETAILS  
 
Title: Dust 

Genre: Documentary 

Year of production: 2015 
Country: Italy 
Runtime: 26 min 
Language: Italian  
Subtitles: English 
Color: Color 
 
 
CREW 
Director: Gabriele Falsetta 
Writer: Gabriele Falsetta, Barbara Altissimo 
Cutter: Gabriele Falsetta 
Sound Design: 
Producer: Giulio Baraldi 
Production Company: Kess Film 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 



	 	

 
 

DIRECTOR'S STATEMENT 
From the first filming days, it became clear that the space and the words would 
have been completely mastered by the actors. I could not help it. I could not 
force them to follow a plot, therefore I acted on an instinct mainly driven by 
their improvised scenes. Fortunately, I lost the control of the situation. 
The performances are so powerful, because of a certain luck of awareness 
gives interpretation a touch of magic. 

	

	

PRODUCER'S NOTES 
I found this project by chance. 
But I did not want to obtain another denunciation report or a superficial praise 
of madness. 
Gabriele, in this little gem, was able to tell the story of eight persons through 
the poetry and dignity of someone who offers a performance without 
voyeurism, but rather through the theatre which turns into mask and 
amplification at the same time. 
They are all actors playing themselves and, for once, we should just watch 
without judging, smile without complaisance and emotionally imagine their 
lives without criticizing. 
I hope that this report will give you the same excitement and emotions that I 
felt.  

 



	 	

ABOUT THE FILMMAKERS 
 
GABRIELE FALSETTA - director, writer 
 

Born in Genoa, Italy, in 1982. He left the school at the age of 15 and began working in a 
factory. When he was 23 years old, he joined the School of the Piccolo Teatro della Città di 
Milano, a theatre in Milan, where he graduated as an actor in 2008. He had the opportunity 
to meet extraordinary international professionals, such as Fadhel Jaiibi and Declan 
Donnellan, taking part in over thirty shows. 
In 2013, together with his younger brother Jacopo and his friend Alessandro Kinkela, he 
founded the Frömell Films film studio. Their first production is the short film "Eleison", 
projected at the Short Film Corner festival of Cannes 2015, and now distributed by Gonella 
Productions.  

                                     

 



	 	

 

GIULIO BARALDI - PRODUCER 
Giulio Baraldi, actor, producer, scriptwriter, lives and works in Berlin, after a twenty years’ 
stage career in Italy. 

In 2014 he founded the Kess Film film studio with which, in addition to "Dust", he has written, 
produced and played a part in his first feature film: "Suddenly Komir", a German-Italian co-
production, presented at the recent Cannes Film Festival - Marché du Film (Film Market.) 

Now he is working at the development of new projects, including a short fiction film  "Berlin 
Ring"  and "Al dio ignoto" ("To the unknown god"), a 4- european countries coproduction  
with an international cast.  

 

 

                          
 

 

 



	 	

Q&A - 6 questions for the Director 

 

1. What story does your report tell? 
 

“Dust – the wanted life” is the adventure of eight physically and mentally 
disabled persons who have been living in the Cottolengo Institute of Turin for 
over fifty years. This is neither a script nor an attempt to tell their discomfort. 
Through a creative path these characters in search of an author stage 
themselves and the life that they would like to lead. This report takes 
inspiration from this theatre play, precisely entitled Polvere (Dust.).  
Under the guidance of the theater director Barbara Altissimo, we dusted off 
these lives and finally saw what stood underneath. 
 

2. How did you tell this story? 
 
Honestly, the report itself tells this story through the outstanding generosity of 
these persons. From the first filming days, it became clear that the space and 
the words would have been completely mastered by the actors. I could not 
help it. I could not force them to follow a plot, therefore I acted on an instinct 
mainly driven by their improvised scenes. Fortunately, I lost the control of the 
situation. 
 

3. Why did you choose this approach? 
 

Because I did not want to miss the opportunity to witness an extreme creation 
path revolving around theatre, which can hardly happen in a conventional 
context.   
 

4. What excited you the most? 
 
The real happiness that they bring on stage. Beauty and happiness move me 
much more than discomfort and any form of pietism.  
 

5. What did you realise/learn? 
 

A certain lack of awareness gives interpretation a touch of magic.  

 
 

6. How did you develop and adapt your project? 
 
Although this project went through a real development, just like any form of 
actor’s dramaturgy, the end result is the synthesis of the various proposals of 



	 	

the actors. I just chose the most significant moments from a cinematographic 
point of view and the aspects relevant to their lives. 
 
 
 

 

7. Did anything unexpected ever happen?  
 
First, their professionalism and an extraordinary confidence in the work carried out. 
And then, I did not fall victim of the pathos typical of these situations thanks to these 
persons, who evidently kept me away from their own personal tribulations. 

 
8. What could you (not) convey through the images? 

 

Such an intimate experience shared with extraordinary people makes you 
greedy for emotions. In those moments I wished to push their experiences and 
lives further, but I stopped for ethical reasons and because I did not want to 
achieve an artificial or forced result. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



	 	

 
FOR MORE INFO 
 

 

KESS FILM BERLIN 

www.kessfilm.com 
 Giulio Baraldi +49 1575 7496048 

 

 

 

 

 


